FISCAL YEAR 2023 BUDGET - HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE

As Vermont emerges from the pandemic there continue to be challenges that are addressed in this budget. This budget

fills all the statutorily required reserves and sets aside $7.2M as future match for the federal Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act (IIJA). The GF totals $2.01B and all funds total $8.14B compared to FY 2022 as adjusted. The GF is down
2.2% and all funds are up all 5.6%. This total includes $120M one-time GF appropriations, and $428M ARPA
appropriations in FY23, but excludes $200M FY 2022 one-time transfers related to pensions.

NOTABLE SPENDING PRIORITIES:

General Government:

ADS: Creates a Technology Modernization Special Fund that includes funds for various IT projects.

Increases the Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) to towns who host state buildings by $825K for a new total of
$10.575M, covering 90% of the property tax related to State owned buildings.

Ethics Commission: Added funds to support one-half time position.

State Employees and Teachers’ Pension ADECs and OPEB obligation pre-funding and funding is consistent with
the Pension Task Force and pending retirement bill recommendations.

Protection:

Judiciary: Funds the safe re-opening of the courts with GF and ARPA funds.

Defender General: Provides GF for costs associated with the re-opening of the courts.

Public Safety: Holds $11M GF in reserve and adds Dispatch Working Group, appropriates JTOC funds
consistent with statute.

Emergency Management: Provides $8M GF to match FEMA to purchase high flood risk properties and $14.75M
SFR for a state-level buyout program for flood vulnerable parcels.

Agriculture: Adds $329K for Farm to School and brings Working Lands to $2M. Provides $1M GF for the
Ecosystems Serv. Program, $200K GF for NE Organic Farmers Assoc., $100K GF for branding, and $420K GF
for lab equip re: PFAS.

Cannabis Control Board: Adds three positions and funds IT system.

Human Services:

Provides an increase of 7% for DAs/SSAs and Home Health provider totaling $38M.

Vermont Legal Aid: Adds $540K GF for the Office of Health Care Advocate and the Poverty Law project.
Green Mountain Care Board: Adds $4M onetime GF for value-based payment and delivery system reform.
Adds $400K GF to Community Action Agencies for income tax assistance program.

Adds $100K GF for a grant to the Vermont Assoc. for the Blind.

Funds Corrections High School of Vermont with General Funds.

Adds funding for Children’s Integrated Services (CIS).

With H.728, funds a total of $7.35M base and onetime for SUD related activities

Higher Education:

Vermont State Colleges: Adds a $10M to base and $2.5M one-time bridge funds.
University of Vermont: Adds $10M to base.
VSAC: Added $1M for Advancement Grants to the base.

Development:

Funds for workforce incentives and development differ substantially from the Governor and are reflected in
H.703, the House Commerce Committee’s Workforce Development bill.

Housing: Provides VHCB $50m ARPA funds and $10M added base funding though the property transfer tax.
Planning: Provides $2.1M increase for municipal and regional planning compared to last year.

Climate and Clean Water:

Provides a total of $35M GF for Climate for transportation electrification infrastructure and incentives and $5M
to Dept. of Public Service for Advanced Metering Infrastructure.

Funds $131M from ARPA for climate initiatives, primarily Weatherization and Electrification.

Funds $107M from APRA for Clean Water initiatives.
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